
GUACO
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

A plant, bearing this name, was discovered several years ago in the
mountains of Venezuela, which is said to possess surprising virtue as an
antidote to poisons, whether infused by venomous reptile or rabid animal.
Silliman's Journal for April, May, and June, 1833, contains along letter
from Dr. Johnson, of Philadelphia, describing its properties, and enu-

merating the cases in which it is administered with success. Doubtless
many of the marvellous stories that are told of its healing powers are
fictitious, yet it seems to be too extensively used to warrant the belief
that it is a useless herb.
A small quantity of the juice of the above named plant is received,

and will be furnished to the Faculty, gratuitously, on application to
Eben. Wight, Apothecary.

No. 46 Milk Street, Boston.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, AUGUST 8, 1838

A NEW VOLUME OF THE JOURNAL

To day is issued the first number of the nineteenth volume of the Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal. We are reminded ofthe ceaseless pro-
gress of time, by looking at the eighteen volumes of this work. To
have had the task imposed of constructing such a mass ofmatter, would
have appeared the labor of a long life ; yet by little and little it has ac-
cumulated, and instead of considering the obligation we are under to our
readers in the preparation of this periodical, in the light of a disagreea-
ble contract, we always refer with pleasure and delight to the hours, days,
weeks and years in which we have been engaged in chronicling whatever
could be serviceable to the professional reader. The time spent upon
these volumes has made a draft upon the most vigorous and buoyant por-
tion of life ; however, we look hack with no regret, but forward to many
more revolving years, with the desire to merit the approbation, of an intel-
ligent medical public, which has invariably been bestowed through the
entire series of this Journal.
We very much dislike, in this connection, to allude to the subject of

the delinquency of subscribers, as we know that to the majority of our
readers such notices have no reference, and are therefore uninteresting
to them. But as the amount of subscriptions from this majority is not
sufficient to pay the necessary expenses of the Journal, we are

compelled either silently to give up a proportion of income which cannot
be well spared, or endeavor to convince those who are interested, of the
inconvenience occasioned by their neglect. It is by reason of this an-
nual loss that we are compelled to forego, from year to year, the adop-
tion of several plans for the improvement of the Journal, which have
long been contemplated, but which cannot be carried into effect without
more ample means than are now furnished. It is this cause, also, which
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